Bernard O’ Reilly


Extracts From Gold at Harrietville by Brian lloyd (pages 24,25,26. 


Source : Gipsland Miners Standard: 11 & 18 July 1899





Unknown Author of  early days writes :


“I once carried Her majesties mail over those plains  { Dargo high plains at the back of Mt St Bernard }


and have no desire to repeat the experience. There was a late fall of snow in October ’68 burying Mother Morrells shanty  ( now the{ St Bernard} Hospice ) with the old lady inside ,all save the chimney top. Down this Barney O’Reilly  , the mailman hallooed greetings as he plowed the steep with half a hundredweight of letters and papers on his back.. The tough old dame could hold out till thaw. This was Saturday on afternoon. Later on {that day }Barny got into blinding Drifts ,lost his way and about noon next day tottered into my hut, which was highest on the river ( the Dargo{river}) and snow girt to a depth of 3 feet .His legs were bare from boot to knee, blue and swollen. He had torn & tumbled his way through scrub and tree tops ,over cliffs and precipices where only the snow wreathes saved  him being dashed to pieces. Through all, plucky fellow he had stuck to  the mail bag…………”


The author continues his story agreeing  to deliver the mail to Grant to save Barney a $200 fine   After enduring similar hardships he is informed that there would not have been a penalty if he had taken a week .


G at H  b. lloyd


Barney O’Reilly came to Australia in the early 50’s  leaving his wife Mary and baby Mary  in Ireland. He did not go into mining bur had cattle and pigs at Harrietville and held the Crescent  run., as well as carrying the mail. .In about 1870 his wife and daughter joined him and with them were Jack Denise Tom & Margaret Gallagher .Young Mary Ann O’Reilly (1851-1933) was married soon afterwards to Christopher Miley (1848-1911)and a large family followed. Among them was Charlie Miley, World Champion axeman who was born at Smoko in 1882. Barny & Mary O’Reilly started another family after being reunited .amongst them Isobella who is well remembered in the district as boardinghouse keeper and proprietor of the sweet shop.. The Mileys and the O’Reillys each had a son about the same time each named Tom, and as young men they later found the Little Wonder Reef. When Barney retired from the mail run  his Nephew Tom Gallagher took over from him. 





Observer 24 march 1966  2feb 1977


Charlie Miley was world champion Axeman from 1905 to 1932 in 1909 he achieved a world record for a  Standing Block Chopping Competition conducted by the New Zealand Axemen’s Association by chopping through a white pine log 18 ins in diameter in one minute and 24 seconds knocking off 21 seconds off Dave Petty’s previous record. He won his last championship at Dandenong in 1932 when he was fifty and died in Preston in 1966 at the good age of 84 years.





Stop Press : Error :correction to last e-mail


Confusion of names 


Hervy Matthew actually Mathew Hervy   : no connection with Altdorf.


 John Henry. Mathews of Little Port Land Run  : Run opposite side of  Ovens to Altdorf : no connection established


R.W. Mathews :Altdorf license holder 185? -1861)  transfer to O’Reilly.





