First settler on the  on the Upper Ovens.


Exploration of the Upper Ovens


Some say  that in the late 1830’s the Reid brothers from the Run that was to become Beechworth near  Wangaratta were the first to visit the “ snowey “ mountains at the head of the Ovens The first recorded journey in 1843 was made by John Mitchell who predated Thomas Buckland in forming what was known as the Junction run ( Junction of the Buckland & Ovens rivers) incorporating both sides of the ovens from Eurobin to Porpunkah. .If so they would have passed over the site of a  pastoral lease to be known in the future as  the Altdorf Station which in turn would incorporate   future settlements known as  Germantown Freeburg  Smoko &  Harrietville.





In 1848 J.P. Smith from Kyamba ( Kyamba Smith ) on behalf of his employer William Walker & Co


 ( importers based in Sydney ) concluded an agreement with a Mr Williamson  (Superentendent of Mr Bucklands Junction Station ) whereby William Walker and Co  would take over the land on the Porepunka side (East side ) of the Ovens (Subsequently renamed Port Punkah Run extending the Run   from Eurobin up to Sharp’s paddocks opposite the Bright Township. . ) Mr Buckland would continue with the left side (West side  ) ( Mt Buffalo side )of the Ovens .Since the Buckland river enters the Ovens on its West side , both sides of the Buckland river were also included in what later came to be known as the Wandilligong run. The Wandilligong run received a furthur extension by its new owners claiming all the   West side of the Ovens including the site of the future Bright township site ,the morses creek/wandilliging valley and all the West Bank land up to the Sidling(where  the hill comes down into the river  preventing further progress upstream on that side of the river. , now the Germantown bridge )


Mr Smith submitted an application for this new run detailing its extension with an accurate  hand drawn map detailing the  unnamed creeks ( Bakers Gully Cr. Morses  Cr  GermanCr  ) which demonstrated that he had traversed the unoccupied country on both sides of the Ovens up to the present day Germantown Bridge.





In the summer of 1853(september /october) a party of Californian diggers working together at Beechworth  sent William Pardoe  out to explore for better gold prospects . He followed the Ovens river to its  branches (Harrietville) noting at this time there was almost no activity prospecting on this river Then taking the left branch of the Ovens he  followed it up to the “Snowey Mountains” ( Mt St Bernard “).Then  he followed a small steam down into the Buckland watershed whereby he discovered  good  gold.in the banks of the right hand branch of the Buckland river.





Henry Morgan ( the American ) in trying to determine the source of  the secret discovery at this time walked  from Beechworth  to German creek ( 3 miles upstream of Bright ) where a small group of prospectors were working.. Some prospectors were also working  the creeks for small returns in immediate  vicinity of Bright. On his way back to Beechworth  he met a compatriot ( who had traveled over with him from California) who revealed the secret Buckland River discovery to him.( Morgan & Party reach the right hand branch of the Buckland river on 12 Dec 1883 )





On 17 December 1853 the Commissioner  for Crown Lands of the Murray District signed off on an alphabetical list of license fees which had been paid for that year for the above district .Conspicuous by their absence
