Mary Ann

It was 120 years after Mary Ann  0’Reilly married Christie Miley  that I sought to inquire about her life and times. I had gained the impression somewhere that Mary Anne was a very devout person and would walk about with a prayer book in one hand and her rosary beads in the other !Herb Welch  reinforced this  picture by declaring that she unfailingly  spoke well of everyone, never indulging in idle gossip to the extent( he believed) that if someone had been guilty of some great crime she would only feel sorry for the perpetrator , her comment most likely would be “poor fellow”.

Of course too much time had elapsed  but my Mother ,(her grand daughter) was able to recall a time when ( my mother)  was young and when she and Mona (Kaghan ) would travel out to Smoko  and perhaps stay during school holidays . Uncle Charlies daughter Ethel little older than Mum & Mona  must also have spent time with her Grandmother.

Mona and Mum liked to cook ,….especially at their grandmothers house where they would have a free rein, and could do virtually what they liked. They therefore amused themselves baking copious quantities of cakes and sponges thereby totally exhausting the egg supply. Grandmother  was therefore dispatched  to the” chook house”  with  the expectation of   locating  fresh supplies.   Grandmother soon returned to the kitchen  with her hands behind her back and declared with a smile that there were no eggs left. . Mona & Mum got the message 

I asked Mum if her Grandmother had an Irish Accent. My Mother replied with a definite no.

She told me that her grandmother was always telling her grandchildren fairy stories or more precisely stories of  Gnomes,   Goblins & little men at the end of the garden which were a little unnerving . On one occasion  after completing a particular episode  of “Sadie” or some such character  to her audience of Mum Mona & Ethel she was immediately met with an earnest  request from Ethel . Grandma, can you now tell it in English.! 

Whereby  my Mother recounting the story to me first became aware  that her grandmother did in fact have quite an  Irish accent. 

