STENHOUSE

Journey of Hope

From the old Barony of the name in the parish of Labert Stirlingshire. The first of the name recorded appears to be John de Stanhus who witnessed a grant to the Abbey of Camboskenneth c1200 (Cambus 79 )and about the same period Adian de Stanhus witnessed Gilbert de Umfriamvilles gift of teind of the will of Dunipais to the same House (bd 86 ) Sir Robert Stanhuis a Pope’s Knight was chaplain of Mariton in the diocese of Brechin in 1447. 

On 7th March 1834 Hugh Stenhouse married Anne Ramage  in her own home town Church at Temple according to the records kept there (FR2854 M117006  0110 )( Anne’s Mother- Racheal ) The Marriage was also recorded/celebrated  a few days later at Newbattle according to the rites of the Established Church of Scotland ( Presbyterian !)

The young couple subsequently took up residence at Gorebridge where three of their children that are known to migrate to Australia  (John Margaret & Anne ) were born.

The Ramages of Temple also made the great voyage In their first attempt the ship  turned back on account of plague . . The second attempt however was successful and they finally made their way into the Kiewa valley by Bullock cart to become early pioneers of that district.(Marjorie  Dobinson ne Briggs a descendant of the Ramages has a wealth of information on the subject )


The Scotish census of  Scotland of 1851  and in particular Gorebridge  reveals a tragic event . Hugh the shoemaker had died. Anne (Stenhouse ) has listed herself as a Widow and head of the household together  with the names and ages  of the children that slept in the house that night.

John: son /unmarried /shoemaker / age 17     Ann : daughter/ um/ scholar/13      

Hellen:daughter/um/ scholar/8     Margaret age about 15 at this time was not recorded as a member of the household and most likely was employed  as a domestic in another household.and so would be registered there.

On 20 March 1854 a Ship named Persia sailed from somewhere in Great Britain( Edinburgh ? ) and docked in Melbourne with a passenger list comprising mainly of young single females all indentured as 

domestic servants. The record is as follows:

Ship : PERSIA

Number     Name                     
Calling      Native Country     Read/Write     Presb.      Age

372             Margaret Stenhouse     servant       Edinborough         yes                 yes          14 to 40

373             Ann Stenhouse             servant       Edinborough         yes                 yes          14 to 40

Engaged by : W. Jansen South Yarra.  ( Bk 9 Page 414 )

On 12 October 1857 a second ship HOTSPUR also docked in Melbourne and with it passenger number 336 John Stenhouse  from Midlothian  25 years old labourer with a brother supposedly in Castlemaine. 

I have found no record of another brother nor any evidence that Hellen or Anne (their Mother ) came to Australia.

Arrival and  Survival

John and Anne

It was back in the 80’s when browsing through early births and deaths when my eye caught the name of one of the first births in the Morses Creek district.in 1861  The child had been named Anne Ramage Wood and the instantaneous connection Anne  Ramage  Stenhouse caused in me a sensation like an electric shock . Quickly I ascertained that the name of the Mother was Anne  Stenhouse Wood Her  Mother’s maiden name was Ramage  i.e.  Ann  Ramage Stenhouse 
. What was she doing in Wandilligong  years before the George Sharp/ Margaret Stenhouse arrival ?A fresh visitation to the shipping records revealed that Anne indeed did accompany Margaret to Melbourne. Scanning  the index of “ Bright Gold by Lloyd & Nunn ” turned up the American (Richard )Burt Wood . and in turn the fascinating story of the Oriental mine which is located above Bells Gully in Wandiligong   (Overlooks Don & Susan  Sharp Nightingale’s residence).  The Oriental Mine  the most prolific  in the district  made their owners ( Richard ) Burt Wood  ( Ann’s Husband ) and  Ann’s brother  John Stenhouse very wealthy by the early sixties The full story on the Oriental mine  can be found  Kennys reports and surveys of Mines in that district . John Walker an employee at the Oriental as a youth   has written extensively  on the mine and the District  (Writings now preserved by  the Latrobe Library in Melbourne). 

George Butler & Edward Cotsworth are credited with discovering the Oriental reef in 1858 and pegged out the number one prospectors claim 160x300 feet .It is said that George Holstein had picked up some stone there but failed to realize the potential of his find. Miners taking up claims south along the reef included John Pascoe , Fred Theiss  ( The original owner of what would become Sharp’s Shops in Bright )and Bernard & Co.. Rossiter purchased number one north claim and two other claims to the north were pegged. As to how  Burt Wood & particularly John  Stenhouse  ( in a very short space of time)  acquired full ownership of the Mine is a matter open for speculation.. Wood  some years prior to this had with a number of partners constructed a water race which can still be seen along the hillside The race crosses the Wandi  road at the bottom of Dumphys hill on the Wandilligong side. Wood bought out his partners in the race and therefore was the sole owner of the sole source of power which would be necessary to drive the batteries that would crush the quartz that would come from the Oriental.. Butler Cotsworth & Wood opened the mine and  despite the initial crushings going 10 ounces to the ton  Butler & Cotsworth seemed to have sold their shares to Wood & Stenhouse Eventually . Wood sold out as production declined in the late 60’s and returned with his family and his fortune to  Penzance Cornwall  ( He was not an American but may have relocated to Bisby  Arizona the site of a great copper mine in his later years  ) John Stenhouse sold most of his share but retained some interest in the declining company He married  twice  but left no known descendents ( his wife died very young ) He owned substantial  farming property  on Dockers plains and in the City of  Wangaratta 

Margaret

Her first entry into colonial records appears in the Marriage to George William Sharp the day after Christmas 1859at a Church in Punt Rd South Yarra /Prahan Their movements are easily tracked by the birth of their children which are fully  recorded in the Family Bible. 

John Richard  

b. 14th Oct 1860

South Yarra 

George William

 b. 8th Jan  1863.

 St Kilda 

Hugh Stenhouse  

 b.29th Jan.1865    
Wandiligong 

 Ralph Bruce 

b.28th Mar 1867

Wandiligong

 Peter Reid 

b.23rd. Sep.1869

 Wandiligong

Annie


b. 1st. Jul  .1871

 Wandiligong

David Arnott 

b.6th. Jun   1872

Bright

Margaret Ellen

B. 18th. Jul 1876

Bright

Thus by early 1865 the family had relocated from Prahan/South Yarra /St Kilda  areas of Melbourne to Wandiligong. A tin shed on the downhill side of the Wandi road at Bells Gully (top of Dumpheys hill )marks the approximate site  of Bells Bakery and nearby  residence where the Family would reside.. 

By 1873 the Family had relocated to Bright which would have included the purchase of the Freehold  ( lot C ) from Fred Theiss  upon which a small dugout bakery & residence built of round logs existed. 

Bright in the late 1870’s would have been just another failed gold rush town except for the fact that there was no rush to Bright in the first place. There were however some positive aspects. The surrounding quartz and deep lead mining and a little farming in the valley kept the Town alive. Real Estate would have been at bargain basement prices for anyone with any money. . Vacant  shops & houses would have been the order of the day  ( some were still vacant up until the late 1940’s As a general store and or Bakery there was at least an opportunity to survive ,even prosper with a little hard work and enterprize .The great recessions of the 80’s and 90;s came and went. There was still some life left in the mines around the town and although many failed to  pay their grocery accounts there were more  who did. The dredging started after the turn of the century and this improved both the life of the local residents and storekeepers..Margarets children of course grew up and left to found more bakeries at Newmarket (Jack ) and Rochester (Hugh ) Ralph tried his hand at Building (Rosedale guesthouse ) Coachbuilding and  Klondyke gold He returned  to pick the blood red cherries at Torwood lea and compete for ribbons at the Melbourne show with his (stale) bread fed saddle back pigs . .Annie spent a lifetime in the shop.She inhereted Rosedale from Ralph when he died. She travelled to England and visited her mothers sister  Ann ) & family  Peter and George were bakers Dave came back from a stint as a baker at Boulder W.A  to rejoin the family business.. He ceased work at 72  half an hour before he died .Maggie lived to a ripe old age (91)at 4 central park Malvern Her frugality no doubt contributed to her longevity . 

So all in good time and perhaps also for health reasons the old people decided to retire from the business and move from the house adjoining the shop  to the newly purchased Torwood  Lea “Estate” .

Annie  Maggie & Ralph joined the exodus 

George and his  wife Matilda  were now able to take over the shop residence .and run the bakery business ( Peter kept his room ). Their own home opposite was rented out to medical practitioners. Maggie married Percival Pegler in the gardens of Torwood Lea 

And so rocking on her chair in her black dress on the front verandah ,visited on occasions by her children and grandchildren ( Uncle Dave visited his mother every day in her old age ) Margaret (Stenhouse ) Sharp

had plenty of time for quiet reflection. while we 100 years or so  on attempt to unlock the past..

What then became of her brother John & sister Ann

Here is a the story by way of a time line  showing the events in the life of  John & Ann Stenhouse. There are many Ann’s  and so as  to avoid confusion  as to which Ann it is  I will always write their names in full and will type their maiden names  ( if married at the time ) in  italic

Some in the Cornish tradition have two Christian names.

.eg
Ann                 Ramage       Stenhouse    b. 1810 Scot…..mother of below

.
Ann                 Stenhouse    Wood           b. 1838 Scot      mother of below 

.
Ann  Ramage    Wood           Crimp          b 1861  Bright   mother Ben Marg., Rich.


Ann                 Evans            Stenhouse  Second wife of John Stenhouse   d. 1923 Wangaratta


Ann 


     Sharp  ( Maiden Aunt of the Bright Sharps)




TIME LINE

.

1835      Born 14th October  Margaret Stenhouse

1836 
Christened 7th Jan  Margaret Stenhouse  Crichton Midlothian Scotland.

1837 
Christened 27th  March  Richard Burt Wood  at Phillack Cornwall England. Parents Henry  and   ‘     ………..Elizabeth Wood

1837 
Christened   7th June  Ann Stenhouse   Father Hugh Stenhouse    Mother Ann Rammage at ………..Crichton  Mid Lothian Scotland.

1851 
Census of Scotland  Gorebridge  Mid Lothian 

 Hugh 

 Stenhouse …………( Father ) not on census  ( deceased in last 8 years)

 Ann  Ramage
Stenhouse…age 44……..( Mother)  Widow

John

Stenhouse………17 shoemaker…..(son)   would marry Ann Evans  

 Margaret
Stenhouse………  …domestic ?     .(dau ) ( not present ) m. Geo.. Sharp I

Ann

Stenhouse ………13….scholar
r( dau) would marry Bert Wood 

 Helen 

Stenhouse…………8..   scholar
( dau ) unable to trace

1854    20 March    Ship : Persia arrives in Port Phillip  Melbourne with 

Margaret Stenhouse
18 yo

Ann  Stenhouse

16yo


John  Stenhouse arrives  a few years later

1862
born :Ann Ramage Wood  to Richard Burt Wood and Ann Stenhouse Wood  

at Morses creek ( Bright /Wandilligong )


Woods return to Penzance Cornwall

1866 
born Elizabeth Burt Wood to Richard Burt Wood and Ann Stenhouse Wood

at Penzance Cornwall

1867
 born Margaret Stenhouse Wood to Richard Burt Wood and Ann Stenhouse Wood


at Godwell Farm Ivybridge   in Ugborough Devon.

1881
 British Census :   Dwelling : Godwell Farm  Ivybridge  Ugborough  Devon England.

Ann ( Rammage ) Wood   married   Farmers Wife        age 44      b. 1837    Gorebridge Scotland

Richard Burt Wood
married 
  Head of Household      44          1837    Hayle Cornwall England

…………………………………….Occupation: Farmer 104 acres   3 men one boy.

Ann Ramage Wood 
unmarried  farmers daughter…..19      1862    Bright Victoria Australia

Elizabeth Burt Wood           unmarried   farmers daughter  15       1866    Penzance Cornwall England.

Margaret Stenhouse Wood   unmarried        scholar             14      1867    Ugborough Devon England. 

1884
m. Benjamin Crimp to Anne Ramage Wood  Crimp at St Mary Plympton  5b 413

1884
b.( sept/dec ) Benjamin Wood Crimp  Toxteth park 8B 161

1887
b (apr/jun ) Marguirita Annie Crimp  Toxteth park 8B 221

1891 
born (Jan / jun ) .Richard James Crimp  Toxteth Park 8B 185

1893 
born .Kenneth Wilson Crimp Toxteth Park

1895
 born and died 
..at Plympton  Kathleen Crimp 5B 208

died Ann Ramage  Wood Crimp  district of Poole age 33  Vol 5a page 157

1901
 Census      Address 24 Broard Park Avenue  Ilfracombe

 Ann ( Stenhouse)
Wood

married

64 yo
Scotland

Head of household  Living on own means.

Margaret S ( Stenhouse )
Wood

single

34
Devon

( Not yet 2nd. Wife of Ben Crimp  
Father of children below )

Marguireta

Crimp

gran dau
13
Lanes Liverpool

Richard J. 

Crimp

gran son

10
Lanes liverpool

Kenneth W.

Crimp

gran son

7
Lanes liverpool

Mary


Ridge

servant

18
Devon Ilfracombe


Ben Crimp15 yo ( not recorded here, is at  boarding school)

Ben Crimp father of Children not here  ( unable to locate )

Elizabeth , sister to Margaret not here. ( unable to locate )

1903
 John Stenhouse dies  leaving  all to his  2nd Wife  Ann Evans Stenhouse ( about 5000 pounds )

1909  Letter From Richard Burt Wood of Lowell Station Bisbee Arizona USA  to J.A. Frazer  of Bright 

{ Bright Gold : Lloyd/ Nunn}

1914 Auntie Annie Sharp visited her 1st cousin  Ann Ramage Wood in Ilfracombe. ( Joyce Brunton has Story  ) She ( Ann Sharp ) )was lucky to leave Germany just before WWI commenced.  At this time Annie Sharp ( b Jul 1 st 1871 )  would have been Age 44. Ann Rammage  Wood  about 77 and Margaret S  Wood about 47  Elizabeth about 48  By this time Margaret was married to her late sisters husband ( Ben Crimp )  Of the Crimp “children “there would be Ben 29  Marguireta 26, Richard 23 Ken 21, 

Note : Auntie Joyce refers to an “Auntie Wood” who came to visit Torwood Lea with children when Auntie Joyce was  very young. (say 6yo around 1914)  .. These children were most likely  the Children of Margaret Stenhouse  Wood Crimp and Ben Crimp who married sometime after the 1901 census and who were born before Aunt Joyce  (1908 ) .The Children a little older than Joyce   played with her at Torwood Lea  They taught her  games while waiting  for the Train to come through the crossing. There is a also possibility that they could have been Elizabeth’s children  (?)

1923    died 10th Jan.  Ann Evans Stenhouse  2nd wife of John Stenhouse of Wangaratta  leaving  an income from a 5000 pounds investment to Ann ( Stenhouse )Wood  ( age about 85 if still alive ) Widow of Richard Burt Wood  for life On her death this money to be equally divided between the children of Benjamin Crimp by his marriages to his late wife Anne Ramage ( Wood ) Crimp and his present wife Margaret Stenhouse  ( Wood ) Crimp  Probate index188/556

1924 
died 13th Nov   Margaret Stenhouse Sharp 

            Sharp’s probably sell Torwood Lea. 


Still more to do on this one yet


Regards 


Peter
